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July 19, 2018 

 

RE: Portland Cement Concrete (PCC) Overlay Information Sheet 

 

Dear Landowner:  

 

Lyon County has contracted with Manatts, Inc of Brooklyn, Iowa to pave 10.46 miles for 

$3,354,726.19 of Road Use Tax Funds including dollars from the gas tax increase. The following roads 

will have a new 6” Portland Cement Concrete (PCC) Overlay on top of the existing pavement: 

 

K-30 from Riggs St in Lester to the Minnesota State Line 

L-14 from IA 9 to the Minnesota State Line 
 

Schedule (Proposed) 

 

Manatts, Inc has said they will start road construction in August. After closing the road, they will 

begin milling the existing asphalt. Concurrently, surveying work by DGR will be going on, so stay alert 

and mindful of the individuals on the roadway. Then, Manatts will start paving the PCC Overlay on the 

remaining asphalt surface at a minimum depth of six inches. After the paver, the roadway will be tinned 

to aid in wet weather traction.  Finally, the fresh concrete will be cured with a white liquid which is 

sprayed on the entire pavement to slow the evaporation of water from the concrete. Within 24 hours of 

the road being paved, the contractor will make saw cuts in square panels. Concrete handwork will have 

to be done to match the existing intersecting paved roads and bridges.  

 

Next, a subcontractor will begin placing the millings that were from the original road and new gravel for 

the shouldering as soon as the pavement has reached proper strength. And finally, another subcontractor 

will paint the centerline, edge line and no passing zones. The more you can avoid the construction 

traffic, the quicker and safer they can get the job done. 
 

   
  Paver, tinning, and curing train           Saw cutting joints 
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The Contractor is aiming to have the project completed in October. **Please Note: This schedule 

has made no allowance for rain or mechanical break down.  As we all know, either one of these 

could place delays in the schedule.  Please have patience and let the contractor work with as little 

interruptions as possible – as little traffic as possible. The safest travel for you and the road construction 

workers is for you to find the closest road to your place and detour yourself around the ROAD 

CLOSURES.  There will be times when the contractor is not present, but will be waiting for other 

subcontractors to come onto the project or the contractor is working on the other road. 

 
 

Proposed Paving Sequence 

 

On both roads, the contractor will begin at the Minnesota State line and proceed south towards IA 9.  

 

Concrete Plant 

 

Concrete will be batched from Manatts’ paving plant near the intersection of US 75 and A-34. 

 

Survey Information 

 

There will be markers alongside the existing roadway and the right-of-way (ROW) line for the paving 

machine, please do not disrupt these stakes with mowing and make sure no vehicles or equipment 

disrupts the markers. Adjacent landowners can help by mowing and/or bailing the ROW before July 27. 

If these markers are disturbed, that will cost all of us, taxpayers, to get the stakes replaced.  

     

Construction Traffic 

 

During the project, K-30 and L-14 will be closed to through traffic by the contractor. There will also be 

times and inconveniences where the roadway will also be closed to you, the adjacent landowner. You 

will be able to access your property at all times, but not with all types of vehicles and you may need to 

be patient while things are happening right in front of your property. 

 

Trucks loaded with concrete will be utilized.  Each truck has only one hour from the time it is loaded 

until it dumps; hence, the trucks waste no time.  A paver can pave from three quarters to one mile a day 

which could mean up to 450 truckloads of concrete per day.  For your safety, please take extreme 

caution when using the route between US 75, IA 9 and the construction projects, beware 

of increased truck traffic during the paving process.  



3 

 

Opening Pavement to Traffic 

 

The maturity method is used to decide when vehicles can access the newly paved road.  Concrete beams 

are created and tested for strength before paving, using time and temperature information to determine 

opening criteria.  Each day’s pavement has probes inserted which are used to determine when that day’s 

concrete has attained enough strength to open it to traffic.  Concrete may achieve required strength in 3-

4 days, depending on that section’s test data. 

 

Notification of When a Section of Road is Open 

 

Manatts will have a representative stop at neighboring homes and building sites when the section of 

roadway is ready for traffic.  Manatts or their subcontractor will be placing asphalt millings alongside 

the finished pavement. When a section of concrete has achieved strength, the contractor will place small 

amounts asphalt millings down along the pavement, allowing access up onto the concrete slab. Only get 

on and off the slab where there is a wedge placed.  

 

The Lyon County Engineer’s Office will have information available of what sections of road are open 

to local traffic.  You can call the office to get this information (712) 472-8230. If a section of road is 

closed off with barricades or orange safety fence, it is not open to traffic.  Do not drive on 

any section of road that is closed with barricades or orange safety fence.  Please discourage 

others from driving on an un-opened section. 

 

Once a section of road is open to local traffic, cars only will be able to use it for the first day.  There will 

be a period of time before shoulders are constructed that you must be especially careful not to drop off 

the edge and cause damage to your vehicle and to the pavement. 

 

Driving on un-opened sections of road 

 

Lyon County and neighboring counties have had incidents in the past where someone drove on an un-

opened section of road and did considerable damage.  That person is liable for the repair costs, in excess 

of $3,600 per 100 feet or in excess of $190,000 per mile.  Do not drive on a section of road if there are 

signs or orange fence indicating it might be closed.  Even if the sign has been moved or the fence dropped 

by the wind or by someone else, you should check to be sure a section is open before entering.   

 

To ensure the safety of Lyon County employees and the contractors employees, the Sherriff’s 

Department has kindly stepped up patrolling the closed road sections on our Lyon County projects.  

 

 

ROAD CLOSED TO THRU TRAFFIC tells you that you 

NEED to take a different route and should only cross the 

barrier if you have no other option to reach your destination 

within the restricted area. If your destination is outside the 

restricted area, you must take another route and not go THRU 

the project area.  

  

ORANGE FENCE completely blocking a road means the road is closed to all traffic; you cannot enter 

or cross the barrier; if you try you may not get through, you may damage road work, get stuck and/or be 

subject to a citation. Emergency vehicles will also need to re-route around the orange fence.  
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DETOUR routes use paved roads, which can handle the weight of the detoured traffic while not violating 

load restrictions, and they focus on the shortest and most direct route. Please encourage others to use the 

detoured route. 

 

Iowa Code allows individuals not associated with the road construction to get citations. Here are a couple 

examples:  Iowa Code 321.256 – whereas it is illegal to not abide by traffic control signs, Iowa Code 

321.260 – whereas it is illegal to interfere with signs, and Iowa Code 321.288 – whereas all vehicles 

must reduce speed when approaching or passing through a road work zone. 

 

If you see someone driving on an un-opened section, please make note of whom/when it happened/what 

they were driving and license number, if possible.  Report this information to the Lyon County Sheriff 

at (712) 472-8300.  All Lyon County tax payers should not have to pay to correct damage caused by 

someone not being patient and not abiding by the law. 

 

 
Finished project – open to traffic 

 

Final Notes 

 

Manatt’s Inc. is an award-winning paving contractor. Please be patient with the Contractor, please abide 

by all traffic control for your safety and the safety of Lyon County staff and the contractor’s employees. 

Please be mindful of when you can and cannot access the roadway, as you will be the ones affected daily 

by the results of the project.  

 

I promise that I am anxiously awaiting the project to get started and to quickly get completed.  This is 

your new road, I, like you, want it to last a longtime. Please help the County reach that goal.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Laura Sievers, P.E. 

Lyon County Engineer 

 

 

Contact Information: 

Project Questions and Concerns:  

Lyon County Engineers Office (712) 472-8230 

 

Report non-local traffic on the closed road or other illegal activity: 

Lyon County Sherriff’s Department (712) 472-8300 

 


